
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

SEPTEMBER 13, 2026    ·    SANCTUARY SERVICE

Glory be to you, O God, the Father, the Maker of the world.
Glory be to you, O God, the Son, the Redeemer of humankind.

Glory be to you, O God, the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier of your people.
—B.F. Westcott



	 Welcome and greetings	 Robert Clark, ruling elder

	 Prelude	 “At the Name of Jesus”
	 arr. Robert J. Powell
	 (words for meditation may be found in your hymnal, #163)

* Call to worship	 based on Ephesians 1:3-18

Leader: 	 All glorious God, we give you thanks, for in your Son, Jesus Christ, 
you have given us every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms.

All: 	 You chose us, before the creation of the world, to be your people, 
holy and blameless in your sight. In love, you predestined us to 
be adopted as your children through Jesus Christ. In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins.

Leader: 	 You have made known to us the mystery of your will, to bring all 
things in heaven and earth into unity in Christ. You have given us 
your Holy Spirit, the seal and pledge of our inheritance.

All: 	 All praise and glory be yours, O God, for the richness of your grace, 
for the splendor of your gifts, for the wonder of your love.

* Hymn of praise 55	 “To God Be the Glory”

To God be the glory, great things he has done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the lifegate that we may go in.

Refrain:	 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
	 let the earth hear his voice!
	 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
	 let the people rejoice!
	 O come to the Father thro’ Jesus the Son,
	 and give him the glory, great things he has done!

Order of Worship

* Congregation standing as you are able



O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
To ev’ry believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus forgiveness receives. Refrain

Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. Refrain
text by Fanny J. Crosby, 1875; music by William H. Doane, 1875, to god be the glory

* Prayer of adoration 

	 Sacrament of baptism
Katie and Walker Frederick bringing William Lee Frederick

	 Call to confession	 from Colossians 3

Since you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Put to death whatever belongs to your 
earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which 
is idolatry. You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now 
you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, 
and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have 
taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

	 Prayer of confession

Leader: 	 Lord Jesus, hear us as we pray together:

All: 	 You, who came down from heaven to redeem us from all iniquity, 
forgive us for the ways we have consciously and unconsciously 
rejected your rule in our lives. We beseech you to write your Word 
on our hearts that we may know you, and the power of your 
resurrection, and to express it by turning from our sins. Rule in our 
hearts by faith, that being dead to sin and alive to righteousness, 
we may bear the fruit of holiness and grow in grace and in 
knowledge of you.

	 adapted from a prayer by Henry Hammond

	 Silent prayers of confession	



* Assurance of God’s pardoning grace	 John 3:16-17

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

* Hymn of assurance	 “Before the Throne of God Above”

Before the throne of God above, I have a strong and perfect plea,
a great High Priest whose name is Love, who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on his hands, my name is written on his heart;
I know that while in heav’n he stands, no tongue can bid me thence depart;
no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look and see him there who made an end to all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free;
for God, the Just, is satisfied to look on him and pardon me;
to look on him and pardon me.

Behold him there, the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless righteousness,
the great unchangeable I AM, the King of glory and of grace!
One with himself, I cannot die; my soul is purchased by his blood;
my life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ, my Savior and my God;
with Christ, my Savior and my God.
text by Charitie Lees Bancroft and music by Vikki Cook © 1997 Sovereign Grace Worship CCLI Lic #152036

 * Call to offering	 Luke 21:1-4

Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and he 
saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, “Truly, I tell you, 
this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out 
of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”

	 Offertory	 “Mercy”	 Chancel Choir

I dare not lift my guilty eyes. I hide my lips in trembling shame.
And in the darkness of my soul, I shrink from your rekindling flame.
Kyrie eleison, kyrie eleison, have mercy.

In mercy cover me with grace and blot out my iniquity.
Renew my heart and wash me clean; grant with your pardon purity.
Kyrie eleison, kyrie eleison, have mercy.



In equal measure of your love, you promise mercy, 
tender compassion to the one who seeks your face.
A broken heart, a fainting soul, a contrite spirit, 
together cry for your forgiveness and your grace.

Against you only have I sinned. My deeds are evil in your sight.
Of your forgiveness let me sing, and in my singing take delight.
Kyrie eleison, kyrie eleison, 
have mercy, have mercy, have mercy.
text by Susan Bentall Boersma; music by Craig Courtney, 2015

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving

* Scripture reading from John 8:21-30	 Margaret Stewart

21So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you 
will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 22So the Jews said, 
“Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23He 
said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I 
am not of this world. 24I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you 
believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” 

25So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have 
been telling you from the beginning. 26I have much to say about you and much 
to judge, but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have 
heard from him.” 27They did not understand that he had been speaking to them 
about the Father. 

28So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just 
as the Father taught me. 29And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me 
alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 30As he was saying 
these things, many believed in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word

Sermon 	 “Then You Will Know”
	 Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor

1.	 The solemn imperative: Unbelief in Jesus as I AM leads to dying in sin. (vv. 21-24)

2.	 The answered question: Jesus is the Father’s sent one. (vv. 25-27)

3.	 The clear confirmation: Jesus’ exaltation proves he is the I AM, sent from the Father. 		
	 (vv. 28-30)

	 Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response 521	 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

Refrain: 	 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 
	 all other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace;
in every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

His oath, his covenant, his blood support me in the whelming flood;
when all around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found;
dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. Refrain
text by Edward Mote, 1834; music by William B. Bradbury, 1863, solid rock

* Benediction

* Congregational response	 “Threefold Amen”

* Postlude	 “The Solid Rock”
	 Anna Laura Page

Musicians for this week:

Brett Hyberger – choir director  Joshua Knight – organ, piano



Celebrating the baptism of William Lee Frederick at the 11:00 service in the sanctuary today 
are his parents, Katie and Walker Frederick, and his grandparents, Paige and Tracy Brown and 
Laura and Pete Frederick.

The rosebud in the service today is for the birth of Colter Joseph Roberts, born to Louisa and 
Bradley Roberts on September 8.

IN MEMORIAM
Beth Krabbendam

September 20, 1938 – September 4, 2026

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

THERE WILL ONLY BE ONE, COMBINED FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL class in the 
fellowship hall today for children, youth, and adults, due to many in our congregation 
participating in Family Camp. This class will feature special guests Dr. Michelle Pickett 
and Aubrey Joynt from Lifespring Community Health. Please note there will be no nursery 
available during the 10:00 a.m. hour, only during worship services.

TODAY IS THE LAST DAY to register on Realm Connect for Women’s Fall Suppers on 
September 17.

MEMBERS, PLEASE NOMINATE OFFICERS at lmpc.org/officers by September 30. 
Prayerfully nominating officer candidates is an important responsibility of your 
membership at LMPC. On that webpage you may also access information about the 
nomination process, answers to frequently asked questions, and a list of those eligible to 
serve as officers. Alternatively, request a paper nominating ballot from the church office. 

MEN’S STEAK NIGHT will be Thursday, October 1, beginning at 6:00 p.m. We’ll gather 
in various homes to connect over good meat and great fellowship. Bring a friend, and 
register on Realm Connect by September 23.

A RETIREMENT CELEBRATION FOR FRANK HITCHINGS will be held on Sunday, 
October 18 at 5:30 p.m. Join us for a hymn sing in the fellowship hall, followed by a milk 
and cookies reception. 

96 MEN ARE REQUESTING A MENTOR through Metanoia Prison Ministries. This 
program is one way that incarcerated brothers and sisters in Christ may be guided and 
trained up in the Gospel by another believer committed to knowing, loving, teaching, 
and serving as a Christlike presence. Is the Lord prompting you to respond? Email 
stephanie@lmpc.org to learn more.


