
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

SEPTEMBER 20, 2026    ·    SANCTUARY SERVICE

Savior and friend, how wonderful art thou! 
My companion upon the changeful way, the comforter of its weariness,

my guide to the eternal town, the welcome at its gate.
—from Celtic Daily Prayer



	 Welcome and greetings	 Aaron Tolson, pastor of youth ministries

	 Prelude	 “Azmon”
	 arr. Raymond Haan
	 (words for meditation may be found in your hymnal, #164)

* Call to worship	 Psalm 119:89-90 and Psalm 117

Leader: 	 Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 
Your faithfulness continues through all generations; you established 
the earth, and it endures. 

All: 	 Praise the Lord, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. 
For great is his love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord 
endures forever. Praise the Lord!

* Hymn of praise 310, vv. 1, 2, 3, 5	 “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”

Rejoice, the Lord is King: your Lord and King adore!
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore.

Refrain: 	 Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!

Jesus the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above. Refrain

His kingdom cannot fail, he rules o’er earth and heav’n;
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv’n. Refrain

Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord, the Judge, shall come,
and take his servants up to their eternal home. Refrain
text by Charles Wesley, 1746; music by John Darwall, 1770, darwall

* Prayer of adoration 

Order of Worship

* Congregation standing as you are able



* Affirmation of faith	 The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all 
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all 
things were made; who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; 
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, 
with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have 
no end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism for the 
remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.

	 Call to confession	 based on 1 Peter 1 and 2

We have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through 
the living and enduring word of God. Therefore, let us rid ourselves of all malice 
and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. Like newborn babies, 
let us crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it we may grow up in our salvation, 
now that we have tasted that the Lord is good.

	 Hymn of confession	 “Come, Ye Sinners”

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love, and pow’r:
he is able, he is able, he is willing; doubt no more;
he is able, he is able, he is willing; doubt no more. 

Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream; 
all the fitness he requireth is to feel your need of him;
this he gives you, this he gives you; ’tis the Spirit’s rising beam;
this he gives you, this he gives you; ’tis the Spirit’s rising beam.



Come, ye weary, heavy-laden, lost and ruined by the fall; 
if you tarry till you’re better, you will never come at all:
not the righteous, not the righteous—sinners Jesus came to save;
not the righteous, not the righteous—sinners Jesus came to save.
text by Joseph Hart, 1759; music by B. F. White, 1844

	 Prayer of confession

Leader: 	 Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep.

All: 	 We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left 
undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done 
those things which we ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy 
on us.

	 adapted from The Book of Common Prayer

	 Silent prayers of confession	

* Assurance of God’s pardoning grace	 based on 2 Corinthians 5 and Ephesians 2

Leader: 	 If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 

All: 	 For it is by grace we have been saved, through faith—and this not 
from ourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one 
can boast.

* Hymn of assurance 465	 “Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord”

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt,
yonder on Calvary’s mount out-poured,
there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.

Refrain: 	 Grace, grace, God’s grace,
	 grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
	 grace, grace, God’s grace,
	 grace that is greater than all our sin.

Sin and despair like the sea waves cold,
threaten the soul with infinite loss;
grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,
points to the Refuge, the mighty cross. Refrain



Dark is the stain that we cannot hide,
what can avail to wash it away?
Look! there is flowing a crimson tide;
whiter than snow you may be today. Refrain
text by Julia H. Johnston, 1910; music by Daniel B. Towner, 1910, moody

	 Prayer of intercession

	 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings

	 Offertory	 “O Love”	 Chancel Choir

O Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee.
I give thee back the life I owe, 
that in thy ocean depths its flow 
may richer, fuller be.

O Joy that seeks me through the pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee.
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
and feel the promise is not vain
that morn shall tearless be.
text by George Matheson, 1882; music by Elaine Hagenberg © 2016 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. CCLI Lic. #152036

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving

* Scripture reading from John 8:31-38	 Jeffery Compton

31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” 33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been 
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is 
a slave to sin. 35The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains 
forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37I know that you 
are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no 



place in you. 38I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you 
have heard from your father.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word

Sermon 	 “True Freedom in Christ”
	 Chad Middlebrooks, pastor of discipleship

Jesus sets us free to:

1.	 make our home in his Word. (vv. 31-32)

2.	 acknowledge our past enslavement to sin. (vv. 33-35)

3.	 embrace our place in the Father’s family. (vv. 36-38)

	 Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response 	 “Here Is Love”
	 		  (continue scrolling for words and music)

text by William Rees, 1802-1883; music by Robert Lowry, 1876



“Here Is Love”

text by William Rees, 1802-1883; music by Robert Lowry, 1876

* Benediction

* Congregational response	 “Threefold Amen”

* Postlude	 Postlude on “Darwall’s 148th”
	 Brenda Portman

Musicians for this week:

Brett Hyberger – choral director
Joshua Knight – organ, piano

    Amy Shannon – cello



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOIN US FOR OUR SUNDAY EVENING GATHERING today at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel to 
celebrate communion. Nursery is provided.

BETH JANNEY, A DEMENTIA NAVIGATOR for the TN Department of Health, will be 
the guest speaker for the Care for the Caregiver support group meeting this Tuesday, 
September 22 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 212. All are welcome. Please contact Lee Ballenger or 
Ed Salter for more information.

MEMBERS, DON’T FORGET TO NOMINATE OFFICERS at lmpc.org/officers by 
September 30.

MEN’S STEAK NIGHT will be Thursday, October 1, beginning at 6:00 p.m. We’ll gather 
in various homes to connect over good meat and great fellowship. Bring a friend, and 
register on Realm Connect by September 23.

MOMS OF ALL STAGES, join us for Moms’ Coffee on Friday, October 2 from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. We’ll meet in the chapel for breakfast and a panel discussion on contentment 
and joy in motherhood. Nursery will be available for infants-PreK.

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/events.

Celebrating the baptism of Hayes Herrington Parker at the 8:45 service in the fellowship hall 
today are his parents, Mallory and Peyton Parker, and his grandparents, Tina and Kevin Adams 
and Debbie and Phillip Parker.

Celebrating the baptism of Ivy Anne Wingard at the 11:00 service in the fellowship hall today are 
her parents, Kaddy and Ben Wingard, and her grandparents, Barbara and John Wingard.


