
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026    ·    SANCTUARY SERVICE    ·    8:45 AND 11:00 A.M.

I take God the Father to be my God; I take God the Son to be my Savior;
I take God the Holy Ghost to be my Sanctifier; I take the Word of God to be my rule;

I take the people of God to be my people; 
And I do hereby dedicate and yield my whole self to the Lord. Amen.

—from Matthew Henry.



	 Welcome and greetings	 John Mark Scruggs, pastor of congregational care

	 Prelude	 “Lord Christ, the Only Son of God”
	 J. S. Bach

* Call to worship	 based on Psalm 33 and Psalm 19

Leader: 	 Sing joyfully to the Lord! Sing to him a new song. For the word of the 
Lord is right and true; he is faithful in all he does.

All: 	 The Lord loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his 
unfailing love. By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their 
starry host by the breath of his mouth. Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
let all the people of the world revere him. For he spoke, and it came 
to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.

Leader: 	 The eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, on those whose hope 
is in his unfailing love.

All: 	 May the words of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts be 
pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer.

Order of Worship

WELCOME TO LMPC! We’re so glad you are with us today. Please scan the QR code on the 
back of your bulletin to share important information with us through an online form. As we come 
together to worship the living God, we ask that you silence all communication devices and refrain 
from bringing beverages into worship so that we might, in joyful reverence, give our full attention 
to praising and honoring our God. We encourage you to read the text on the front of the bulletin as 
we prepare to worship together.

CHILDCARE: Children of any age are welcome in our worship services. If you desire to use our 
nursery for your children ages 0-3, please see one of our ushers for directions. The ushers can also 
point you to crayons and children’s bulletins.

* Congregation standing as you are able



* Hymn of praise 297, vv. 1, 3, 5, 6	 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

* Prayer of adoration

	 Affirmation of faith	 based on Philippians 2:5-11

Leader: 	 What do the Scriptures teach us about Jesus Christ:

All: 	 That he, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found 
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to 
death—even death on a cross!

	 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name 
that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

	 Call to confession	 based on James 1

Each person is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and 
enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is 
full-grown, gives birth to death. Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous 
life that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so 
prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.

	 Hymn of confession 486, vv. 1, 3, 5, 6	 “God, Be Merciful to Me”

	 Silent prayers of confession	

* Assurance of God’s pardoning grace	 1 John 4:9-10, 15

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God.

* Hymn of assurance 498, vv. 1, 2, 5	 “Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!”

	 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings



	 Offertory	 “My Song is Love Unknown”	 Chancel Choir

My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me,
love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be.
O who am I, that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die?

Sometimes they strew his way, and his sweet praises sing;
resounding all the day hosannas to their King.
Then “Crucify!” is all their breath, and for his death they thirst and cry.

Why, what hath my Lord done to cause this rage and spite?
He made the lame to walk, and he gave the blind their sight.
What injuries! Yet these are why the Lord most high, so cruelly dies.

Here might I stay and sing, no story so divine; 
never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine.
This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise I all my days will gladly spend.
My song is love unknown.
text by Samuel Crossman, 1664; music by John Baptiste Calkin, 1827-1905, arr. Molly Ijames ©2012 
Beckenhorst Press, Inc., CCLI Lic. #152036

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving

* Scripture reading from John 8:39-47	 Amos Oster (8:45)
p. 1063 in the pew Bible and text printed in the bulletin	 Brett Hyberger (11:00)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word

Sermon 	 “Three Tests of Sonship”
	 Brian Salter, lead pastor

Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response 585, vv. 1, 2, 5, 6	 “Take My Life, and Let It Be”



* Benediction

* Congregational response	 “Threefold Amen”

* Postlude	 Fugue on “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”
	 arr. Jeffrey Blersch

	 (words for meditation may be found in your hymnal, #103)

Musicians for this week:

Brett Hyberger – choral director  Joshua Knight – organ, piano



John 8:39-47

39They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s 
children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40but now you seek to kill me, a man who 
has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41You are doing the 
works your father did.” 

They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.” 
42Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am 
here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 

43“Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44You 
are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45But because I tell the truth, 
you do not believe me. 46Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not 
believe me? 47Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is 
that you are not of God.”

1.	 The test of works (vv. 39-41a)

2.	 The test of love (vv. 41b-42)

3.	 The test of hearing (vv. 43-47)

SERMON NOTES
“Three Tests of Sonship”

Beyond the Pulpit 
Resources for 

Continued Study



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

MEMBERS, DON’T FORGET TO NOMINATE OFFICERS at lmpc.org/officers by 
September 30.

MOMS OF ALL STAGES, join us for Moms’ Coffee on Friday, October 2 from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. We’ll meet in the chapel for breakfast and a panel discussion on contentment 
and joy in motherhood. Nursery will be available for infants-PreK.

COLLEGE STUDENTS, you’re invited for lunch and a time of connection in the Jane Harris 
Youth Building on Sunday, October 11 at 12:15 p.m.

A RETIREMENT CELEBRATION FOR FRANK HITCHINGS will be held on Sunday, 
October 18 at 5:30 p.m. Join us for a hymn sing in the fellowship hall, followed by a milk 
and cookies reception.

VIPS, COME ENJOY SOUP, SALAD, AND THE MOVIE A Great Awakening on Thursday, 
October 22 at 5:00 p.m. at the Jane Harris Youth Building. Please register on Realm 
Connect by October 16 for $10. The VIP group is made up of mostly retired adults (ages 65+) from 
LMPC and the community who meet monthly for fun and fellowship.

WOMEN, GET AWAY FROM THE NOISE and pace of life at a Semi-Silent Retreat. Come 
to Rising Fawn Gardens on Saturday, October 24 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to rest and 
spend time with the Lord. Cost is $25 (breakfast is included) and space is limited. Please 
register on Realm Connect.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMUNITY CLASSES: As electives draw to a close, prepare to 
connect with a community SS class, October 4 through November 29.

    Fellowship Class (Room 213) / Teacher: John Plating
    Topic: The Life of the Apostle Paul: From Damascus to Rome

    Kingdom Class (chapel) / Teachers: Tim & Annette Gulick; LMPC pastors
    Topic: The Gospel of Luke

    Redeemer Class (Room 211) / Teacher: Dan Wykoff
    Topic: The Attributes of God

    Sojourner Class (Room 313) / Teachers: Glenn Breazeale, Jay Everett, Jamison Griffin
    Topic: A Meal with Jesus by Tim Chester

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/events.



TODAY AT LMPC 
Sunday, September 27

	 8:45 a.m. 	 Worship service........................................................... sanctuary & fellowship hall
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school for children................................................. elementary classrooms
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school for middle school................................................................. JHYB
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: Christians in the Public Square......................chapel
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: Digital Discipleship........................... fellowship hall
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: When the Journey Hurts............................Room 213
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: The Mission of God...................................Room 211
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: Philemon.................................................Room 313
	10:00 a.m. 	 Elder Prayer (pray with an elder and his wife)...................................... Room 212
	 11:00 a.m. 	 Worship service........................................................... sanctuary & fellowship hall
	 3:00 p.m. 	 Handbell Ensemble practice..............................................................Choir Room
	 4:00 p.m. 	 Middle school small groups........................................................ various locations
	 7:30 p.m. 	 High school youth group............................................................................ JHYB

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/events; for information on groups and classes, visit lmpc.org/groups.

OUR MISSION
Glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 

on the mountain, in the city, and around the world.

CONTACT US
	 Address:	 316 North Bragg Avenue
		  Lookout Mountain, TN  37350

	 Web: 	 lmpc.org

	 Email: 	 info@lmpc.org

	 Phone: 	 423.821.4528

Worship services with Communion are held on the first Sunday of every month 
in all morning services. Devices to amplify sound are available. If you would 
like one, please arrive a few minutes early and ask an usher to assist you.

WE ARE GLAD YOU
ARE HERE TODAY!

We know it can be hard to 
connect with a new church. We 
want to help in any way we can. 
Please scan the QR code below 
and fill out an online information 
form. We will follow up with you 
about next steps. We are here to 
serve you! 

WHAT GIFTS, TALENTS, AND PASSIONS HAS GOD GIVEN YOU TO SHARE?
Set up your Serving Profile in Realm Connect so we can get to know you better. Sharing your 
skills and interests helps connect you with meaningful opportunities to make an impact. 
Check out lmpc.org/realm to learn how, or request a Realm Connect account.


