A Select List of Recommended Readings on the Role and Responsibility of the
Christian in the Public Square

There are innumerable articles, essays, books, and podcasts that can help the Christian think
faithfully about how he or she ought to engage in the political arena. There are also plenty that
are less than helpful (or even harmful). What follows is a list of readings or recordings that the
facilitators and teachers of this class have found helpful in shaping their thinking about Christian
involvement in political activity. This list is not anywhere close to exhaustive. There are certainly
other good books, articles, and podcasts that could be added, and there are many that pertain
to specific policy issues that we elected not to include. Our hope is that this list provides a useful
starting point for thinking about, conversing on, and acting faithfully in the public square.

Online Articles

Stephen Kaufmann, “A Tale of Two Grandfathers: On Being Civil in an Uncivil Age”
https://mereorthodoxy.com/a-tale-of-two-grandfathers-on-being-civil-in-an-uncivil-age

Tim Keller, “A Political Case Study: Four Americas, Ideologies & Idolatries (Part 1)”
https://gospelinlife.com/article/a-political-case-study-four-americas-ideologies-idolatri
es-part-1-of-a-2-part-series/

Tim Keller, “A Political Case Study: Four Americas, Ideologies & Idolatries (Part 2)”
https://gospelinlife.com/article/a-political-case-study-four-americas-ideologies-idolatri

es-part-2/

Andrew T. Walker, “Michael Scott’s Christian Nationalism”
https://wng.org/opinions/michael-scotts-christian-nationalism-1790117679

Podcasts

“What Does Citizenship Require of Us? with Russell Moore,” Trinity Forum Podcast, September
4, 2026
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/what-does-citizenship-require-of-us-with-russell-moor
e/id1554038962?i=1000787850852

Books

Michael W. Austin, American Christian Nationalism: Neither American nor Christian (Grand
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2024).


https://gospelinlife.com/article/a-political-case-study-four-americas-ideologies-idolatries-part-2/
https://gospelinlife.com/article/a-political-case-study-four-americas-ideologies-idolatries-part-2/

Caleb E. Campbell: Disarming Leviathan: Loving Your Christian Nationalist Neighbor (Downers
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2024).

Political Discipleship: A Guide for Active Christian Citizenship (Center for Public Justice,
Washington, D.C.) https://cpjustice.org/political-discipleship/

Jesse Covington, Bryan McGraw, Micah Watson, Hopeful Realism: Evangelical Natural Law and
Democratic Politics (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2025).

Christopher S. Horne, Bureaucrats in Babylon: Biblical Guidance for the Christian Public
Administrator (2025). [Available at https://www.chrishorne.net/]

Matthew Kaemingk and Shadi Hamid, Can Religion Save Democracy?: How More Faith—Not
Less—Can Heal Our Public Life (Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2026).

David Koyzis, Political Visions and lllusions: A Survey And Christian Critique of Contemporary
Ideologies, 2nd edition (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2019).

David Koyzis, Citizenship Without lllusions: A Christian Guide to Political Engagement (Downers
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2024).

Yuval Levin, American Covenant: How the Constitution Unified Our Nation—and Could Again
(New York: Basic Books, 2024).

Paul D. Miller, The Religion of American Greatness: What’s Wrong with Christian Nationalism
(Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2024).

James W. Skillen, The Good of Politics: A Biblical, Historical, and Contemporary Introduction
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2014).

Andrew L. Whitehead, American Idolatry: How Christian Nationalism Betrays the Gospel and
Threatens the Church (Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2023).

Daniel K. Williams, The Politics of the Cross: A Christian Alternative to Partisanship (Grand
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2021).

N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird, Jesus and the Powers: Christian Political Witness in an Age of

Totalitarian Terror and Dysfunctional Democracies (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2024).

For the Particularly Ambitious

Abraham Kuyper, Pro Rege, 3 vols. (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2016-2019).



