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In J.R.R. Tolkien's epic tale, The Lord of the Rings, the Beacons of Gondor were a chain of fires 
kindled on mountain peaks, stretching across the darkness to summon Rohan to Gondor’s aid. 
When the fires blazed, they could be seen for miles—a message of hope shining into the night. 
John 8:12-20 also tells a story of Hope shining into the night. Jesus stands in the temple 
courtyard with flames from the four giant golden candelabra illuminating the darkness (and 
much of Jerusalem!) and makes an amazing claim: “I am the light of the world.” The scene was 
especially powerful because it was during the Feast of the Tabernacles, when the great lamps 
were lit in the temple, recalling the pillar of fire by which God guided Israel through the 
wilderness. Throughout Scripture, light is a motif associated with God’s presence (Exodus 
14:19-20), revelation (Luke 1:78-79), salvation (1 Peter 2:9-10), and life (Revelation 22:5). The 
God who once led his people through the darkness now stands before them in the person of 
his Son. Jesus is the Light of the world. And he is announcing that his domain is not merely 
Israel. Jesus is the Light of the world! Theologian F. Dale Bruner asserts that Jesus' claim is 
both exclusive and inclusive: "Jesus is not a parochial Lord...he is not only 'The Light of the 
World'- a missionary claim; he is 'The Light of the [real] Life' in the world- an existential claim."1

As God incarnate, Jesus announces he has come to lead his people from darkness into life.

1. Jesus' exclusive and inclusive claim: He is the light of the world (v. 12)
Jesus’ claim is both exclusive and inclusive: he alone is the Light, yet his light is offered to 
the whole world. “Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life" (v. 12). Pastor R. Kent Hughes finds Jesus' words reassuring: "Living in this dark world, 
we need to keep this supreme claim before us. Jesus is the light of life in every way. He is the 
answer. Some of us may be stumbling along, wondering what life is all about. We may feel 
barely able to take another step. We are confused. Christ says to us, ‘I am the light of life.'”2

There is no other source of life and no other guide out of the darkness of sin and death. 
What was once seen as God's Shekinah glory leading Israel through the wilderness is now 
fulfilled in Christ, who calls people from every nation to follow him. Therefore, to follow 
Jesus is to leave the darkness behind and walk in his light (1 John 1:7). Or as the Dutch 
theologian Herman Bavinck concludes, following Christ involves "a fellowship in his external 
life and his destiny." It consists of "a spiritual, believing communion with Christ, in trusting 
him, in obeying him."3

READ The Nicene Creed along with Hebrews 1:1-13

DISCUSS  In John 8:12–20, Jesus identifies himself as “the light of the world.” Read this 
alongside the Nicene Creed’s confession that he is “God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God.” Why is it essential to the Christian faith that 
Jesus is not merely a light from God or a light created by God, but “of one 
substance with the Father”? How does this shape our understanding of 
Jesus as Creator, Savior, and "radiance of the glory of God"? 

2. Jesus' basis for his claim: The witness of the Father who sent Him (vv. 13-20)
The Pharisees respond by challenging the basis of Jesus’ claim: “You are bearing witness 
about yourself; your testimony is not true” (v. 13). Jesus answers their charge by pointing to 
the witness of the Father who sent him. He knows where he came from and where he is 
going, while they judge only “according to the flesh” (v. 15). Jesus then appeals to the 
principle of their own Law that a matter is established by two witnesses: “I am the one who 
bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me” (v. 18). His 
testimony is authenticated by the Father because Jesus is the Son whom the Father sent. 

1Frederick Dale Bruner. The Gospel of John: A Commentary. 2012, Grand Rapids, MI. Eerdmans. 513
2R. Kent Hughes. John: That You May Believe. 1999, Wheaton, IL. Crossway. 299
3Herman Bavinck. Reformed Ethics. 2019, Grand Rapids, MI. Baker Academic. 321-22
4Herman Bavinck. The Divine and Human Nature of Christ. https://www.the-highway.com/Christ1_Bavinck.html
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Bavinck explains Jesus' declaration of proof: “One can express it humanly and simply in 
this way: before His incarnation Christ was equal with the Father not alone in essence and 
attributes, but He had also the form of God. He looked like God, He was the brightness of 
His glory, and the expressed image of His person. Had anyone been able to see Him, he 
would immediately have recognized God. But this changed at His incarnation. Then He took 
on the form of a human being, the form of a servant. Whoever looked at Him now could no 
longer recognize in Him, the Only-Begotten Son of the Father, except by the eye of faith."4 

Thus, the Pharisees' rejection of Jesus ultimately reveals their ignorance of God himself: “If 
you knew me, you would know my Father also” (v. 19). The Light of the world bears the 
Father’s own testimony, and to reject the Son is to remain in darkness. Then John reminds 
us that no one arrested Jesus, “because his hour had not yet come” (v. 20). Even the 
darkness could not overcome the Light or derail the Father’s appointed plan.

READ  Deuteronomy 19:15, John 5:31-40 

DISCUSS  The Pharisees invoke the Old Testament legal standard from Deuteronomy 
19:15 requiring two or three witnesses. How does Jesus' response expose 
their misunderstanding of both the law and his identity?

READ  Matthew 3:13-17, 17:1-8

DISCUSS  In John 8:13–20, Jesus insists that his testimony about himself is true 
because the Father who sent him also bears witness to him. How do the 
Father’s words at Jesus’ baptism and Transfiguration confirm Jesus’ claim 
about himself?

NOTES

CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION

PRAYER SPOTLIGHT

John 8:1-11
As we come to John 8, we read one of the most familiar and beloved stories about Jesus—the 
encounter with the woman caught in adultery. Our LMPC pastoral team thinks that this passage 
presents an opportunity to think carefully about how we received the Bible and why we can 
trust it. Because the earliest manuscripts of John do not contain these verses, our pastors have 
chosen not to preach John 8:1-11. Below, they explain both their decision and why this should 
not unsettle our confidence in Scripture:

"A word about something you'll see in your Bible. Just above our text, the account of the 
woman caught in adultery is set off in brackets or a footnote. We're not preaching it this 
morning, and here's why.
The earliest and most reliable copies of John don't contain these verses, and in the later copies 
that do, the passage moves around - sometimes elsewhere in John, sometimes over in Luke. 
When a passage travels like that, it was almost certainly added later.
So the best judgment is that this is a true and treasured story about Jesus that wasn't part of 
what John originally wrote - and we'll set it gently aside.
That raises a fair question: if we can't be sure about this, how can we be sure about any of it? 
But turn it around. The only reason we can see this is that we hold thousands of ancient copies 
to compare. The evidence is so rich that the few uncertain places can be spotted, marked, and 
measured. There are only two substantial sections in the NT - here and the long ending of Mark 
- and neither of them touches a doctrine of the faith.
This isn't a crack in your Bible. It's a window into how carefully it's been kept. We'll go deeper in 
a podcast this fall. For now - you can trust the book in your hands."
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