Beyond the Pulpit

RESOURCES FOR CONTINUED STUDY

Then You Will Know September 13, 2026

In John 8:21-30, Jesus confronts the unbelief of the religious leaders with a solemn
imperative, an answered question, and a clear confirmation. They stand before the
One who has come from above, sent by the Father, yet they cannot recognize him
despite his repeated testimony. Jesus stresses the fact that their refusal to believe will
have eternal consequences. And in the midst of this confrontation, Jesus points
forward to a day when his identity will become unmistakably clear: "When you have
lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he" (v. 28).

1. The Solemn Imperative: Unbelief in Jesus as I AM leads to dying in sin.
(vv. 21-24)

The solemn imperative is both urgent and personal: there is no hope apart from
believing in Jesus. As in John 7:35, the Jews again misinterpret Jesus when he
states, "Where I am going, you cannot come" (v. 21). D.A. Carson writes that the
foolish Pharisees think he is suicidal: ""His opponents are wrong to think he will achieve
his departure by killing himself; unwittingly they are nevertheless profoundly right, for he
'goes away' by voluntarily laying down his life (10:18), not in suicide but in submission
to his Father’s will, in a violent death meted out by his enemies."! The Pharisees' funda-
mental problem is their refusal to believe Christ's testimony. Repeatedly, Jesus
declares himself as One who comes from above (John 6:33, 38). This time, he issues
a stern warning: "Unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins" (v. 24).

READ Deuteronomy 18:15-19; John 5:24-29; Hebrews 3:7-15

DISCUSS ].C. Ryle cautions Christians, "Let us beware of despising preaching. In every
age of the Church it has been God’s principal instrument for the awakening of
sinners and the edifying of saints.”*> What does this reveal about the danger
of merely hearing God's Word without believing?

2. The Answered Question: Jesus is the Father's sent One. (vv. 25-27)

When the leaders ask, "Who are you?" Jesus essentially answers, "Exactly who I have
been claiming to be." His response carries almost a note of exasperation, because they
are failing to grasp that Jesus' identity cannot be understood apart from the Father
who sent him. NT scholar Ben Witherington III observes: "Jesus indicates again that
the key to understanding his character is understanding his origins and destiny and the fact
that he is God’s agent."* Although the leaders fail to understand that Jesus is speak-
ing about the Father, his words reveal that his authority is not self-appointed. He is
the Father’s sent One, speaking the Father’s truth, and accomplishing the Father’s
purposes.

READ John 5:19-37; John 12:44-50; John 17:1-8

DISCUSS Why is recognizing Jesus as the Father's sent Son essential to
understanding and responding to his claims?

READ John 1:9-13; John 3:19-21; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

DISCUSS Why did the religious leaders repeatedly fail to understand who Jesus
was? What are some barriers that can keep people from recognizing and
receiving Christ?
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3. The Clear Confirmation: Jesus' exaltation proves he is the I AM, sent from
the Father. (vv. 28-30)

Jesus points ahead to his being "lifted up" —his crucifixion, resurrection, and
ascension —as the decisive confirmation of his identity. The cross, which appears to
be his humiliation, according to theologian Rudolf Bultmann, will become the place
where his glory and divine identity are most clearly revealed: "Do not suspect that
'lifting him up' they themselves make him their judge. The double meaning of 'lifting up' is
obvious. They lift up Jesus by crucifying him; but it is precisely through his crucifixion that
he is lifted up to his heavenly glory as the Son of Man. At the very moment when they think
they are passing judgment on him, he becomes their judge."* And remarkably, as Jesus
speaks these things, "many believed in him" (v. 30). The crucified and exalted Son is
the unmistakable answer to the question, "Who are you?" Jesus is the I AM, the One
sent from the Father, and the only One who can save us from our sins.

READ Daniel 7:9-14; Psalm 110:1-7; Revelation 1:12-18

DISCUSS How does Daniel 7 help us see the glory hidden in Christ’s “lifting up,”
and what does this reveal about who Jesus truly is?

CONTINUING THE CONVERSATION
Carved Wooden Doors of the Basilica of Santa Sabina

"In the early centuries of Christianity, the cross was seldom used as a symbol due to its
association with the brutal method of execution employed by the Romans. Early Christians
were hesitant to adopt a symbol that represented such a gruesome death. However, by the
second century, the cross began to appear in Christian contexts, although its use was still
limited. The widespread adoption of the cross as a central Christian symbol occurred only from
the fourth century onwards, particularly after Emperor Constantine’s conversion to
Christianity. One of the earliest known public depictions of Jesus on the cross is found on the
wooden doors of the Basilica of Santa Sabina in Rome, dating back to the 5th century. Carved
in cypress wood, these doors feature a series of biblical scenes, including what is considered
one of the first artistic representations of the Crucifixion. Unlike later depictions, this early
carving presents Jesus in a stylised, less graphic manner, reflecting the early Christian
reluctance to focus on the suffering of the crucifixion. Instead, Christ appears standing with
outstretched arms, emphasising his divine triumph over death rather than his physical
torment. This depiction marks a transition in Christian art, as believers began to embrace the
cross not just as a symbol of execution, but as a sign of salvation and victory over sin."®
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